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Introduction
It is an honor to share some of Belantara Foundation
activities on the first 3 months of 2020. In the
implementation of the 2020 program, Belantara
Foundation continues to work with local communities,
government, private sectors, local NGOs, and also
directly working with community groups and village
governments.
In this edition, we will share stories of one of Belantara
Foundation main program, the Tourism Village. The
Tourism Village Program aims to sustainably boost
natural resources potentials in our program areas.
Belantara Foundation currently works at the Sungsang
Tourism Village, South Sumatra and the Agrotourism
Bungaraya, Riau.
Happy reading!

@belantara

Regards,
Sri Mariati

@ belantara_found
Belantara Foundation
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Protecting and
Preserving Nature

through Sustainable
Tourism Development By Dr. Sri Mariati
Executive Director

Sustainable tourism is tourism that takes full account of
its current future economic, social and environmental
impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry,
the environment, and host communities (UNWTO). In
achieving sustainable tourism, tourism development
should not merely aim at economic growth but should
also be attentive to the social and environmental
aspects. The principles of sustainable tourism
development are:
1. Local communities must be involved in tourism
development.
2. There is a balance between the needs of tourists and
the community.
3. Must involve stakeholders —involving more parties
will get better input.
4. Provide convenience to local small and mediumsized entrepreneurs.
5. Tourism must be conditioned to stimulate other
community businesses
6. Cooperation exists between the local community (as
tourist attraction creators) and the tour package
operators/sellers.

"Ecotourism is limited as a form of
tourism activities based on the
environment, which is ecologically,
socially, and economically
beneficial to the local
communities, as well as to the
preservation of natural resources
and sustainable utilization."

If the above principles are implemented, then the
tourism built and developed will able to meet the needs
of the present and the future, not damage nature and
the local culture and can be passed on to future
generations. Principally, sustainable tourism is tourism
which activities adhere to the balance of nature, the
environment, the culture, and the economy for its
continuation.
Presently, nature tourism or ecotourism —often referred
to as the Green Industry concept— has become a tourist
attraction both domestically and internationally.
Ecotourism creates quality tourism. It allows tourists in
small groups, which enables the quality of natural
attractions such as the forests, rivers, lakes, and beaches
to be maintained while increasing the income, welfare,
and social life of local communities. Ecotourism is
limited as a form of tourism activities based on the
environment, which is ecologically, socially, and
economically beneficial to the local communities, as
well as to the preservation of natural resources and
sustainable utilization.
The five main aspects of developing ecotourism are:
1. The authenticity of the natural environment and
culture;
2. existence and support of the local communities;
3. education and experience;
4. sustainability; and
5. ecotourism management capabilities.
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In Indonesia, tourism is often likened as an economic
driver and foreign exchange earner for economic
development and is one of the priority sectors in
national development. In the future, tourism in
Indonesia is hoped to be able to significantly contribute
to foreign exchange to realize the prosperity and welfare
of its people.
Various tourism development efforts have been made in
accordance with the increasing awareness of
sustainable development and environmentally friendly
importance in tourism, in line with the sustainable
tourism movement.
A program that is potential for tourism development is
the: Tourism Village program. The Tourism Village
program aims for equitable and sustainable tourism
development. It promotes the local community (host
community) in utilizing existing potentials to package as
attractive tourist attractions, such as a village's culture
(e.g., its daily activities, arts, culinary, livelihoods, crafts,
and others).
Since 2018, the Belantara Foundation has begun
developing the Sungsang Tourism Village program in
Banyuasin 2 District, Banyuasin Regency, South
Sumatra. The villages in Sungsang are the oldest fishing
villages in South Sumatra and has existed since the 17th
century. The tourism villages are located in the buffer
zone of the Berbak-Sembilang National Park (in the
Sembilang sector), and consists of 5 villages. The
excellent potential for tourism the natural mangroves
give, the view of migratory birds sojourning this area
twice a year, the amazing eagle attractions, and the
history and culture of the villages is a suitable tourist
destination for tourists visiting from the BerbakSembilang National Park.
The Belantara Foundation also supports the
development of a Tourism Village program in the
Bungaraya District. Here, the tourism village program is
comprised of 10 Villages, which were initially
transmigration villages formed in 1980. The tourism
village here has many potentials for
tourism
development, such as agritourism, its beautiful rural
atmosphere, the many different types of birds that still
exists, and the fact that it neighbors the Giam Siak Kecil
Biosphere Reserve, and is located not far from the Siak
Palace —very famous provincially and Nationally.

"Sejak tahun 2018, Belantara
Foundation mulai mengembangan
Desa Wisata Sungsang di
Kecamatan Banyuasin II, Kabupaten
Banyuasin, Provinsi Sumatera
Selatan. Merupakan desa nelayan
tertua di Sumatera Selatan dan
telah ada sejak abad ke 17"

We hope that developing sustainable tourism in the two
districts, in Banyuasin 2 District (in Banyuasasin Regency,
South Sumatra), and Bungaraya District (in Siak
Regency, Riau) is able to:
1. Reduce the impact of human activities on the
environment and heed to the environment's
capacity.
2. Meningkatkan kontribusi terhadap pembangunan
daerah dengan adanya wisatawan yang datang.
3. Meminimalkan pemakaian terhadap plastik, lebih
menggunakan bahan alami, seperti daun pisang
atau rotan.
4. Meningkatkan kesejahteraan masyarakat setempat.
5. Menekankan kepemilikan lokal.
6. Mendukung upaya pelestarian lingkungan
sekitarnya.
7. Berkontribusi terhadap kelestarian keanekaragaman
hayati.
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Sungsang IV
Village
Community

Solving the waste
problem

Introducing the Sungsang Community

The Sungsang area, located in Banyuasin II District,
Banyuasin Regency, South Sumatra, is socioculturally unique. The Sungsang people live on stilt
houses with wood foundations as they live on the
river banks or estuaries. Because most of them are
fishermen, the stilt houses are very suitable for
their way of life and environmental conditions.
The roads built to Sungsang has made to
Sungsang access better and the communities to
flourish. As access becomes better, many
disposable packaging products are now sold at
affordable prices and are quickly entering the
Sungsang area.

By Riki Ramdani
Community Officer
The Sungsang community is now facing new
problems, which are environmental cleanliness
and plastic waste. This issue is of particular concern
to local governments and non-governmental
institutions.
In the Sungsang area, the trashes are scattered
under every home and emit an unpleasant smell
around the village. The trash accumulated for years
is not washed away by the river and has become a
serious problem. If the waste problem is not dealt
with, it will become a health threat to the people
of Sungsang.
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Sungsang Clean and 4M principles

Since 2018, the Belantara Foundation's has tackled
this issue with an initiative called Clean Sungsang,
which was launched and implemented with the
regional
government
and
several
nongovernmental organizations in the Sungsang
region. With this initiative, together with the
government of Sungsang IV Village, the Belantara
Foundation invites the community to initiate
waste management actions with the 3M Principle
("mengurangi"/reducing, "menggunakan kembali"
/reusing, and "mengolah"/processing) which was
then innovated into the "4M" movement, which is
to "mengurangi"/reducing, "memilah"/sorting,
"mengelola"/managing
and
"menggunakan
kembali"/reusing waste.
The "4M" movement can serve as a base concept
for overcoming the waste problem in the
Sungsang area, especially in Sungsang IV Village.
The Sungsang IV village government itself has
begun to reduce waste by not using disposable
containers made from plastics or plastic
packagings during events held at the village office.
For waste management, the community
alongside the Belantara Foundation and the
Sungsang IV Village Government process the
plastic waste into lanterns and baskets; the baskets
can then be reused as a shopping bag to reduce
and replace the use of plastic bags. Organic waste
or biodegradable waste, such as food scraps,
kitchen scraps, leaves, and wood branches, are
processed to become compost. The organic
compost is then used as a planting medium for
plants in pots, as Sungsang has a minimal land
surface.
The people of Sungsang IV Village initially did not
know how to process plastic waste into reusable
useful objects or goods. But, when the Belantara
Foundation, in collaboration with the village
government, raised awareness about waste and its
management,
the
community
became
increasingly inspired to manage its waste.
After the awareness-raising, there was an
enthusiasm from several community groups such
as
Family
Welfare
Movement
women,
Neighborhood women, Posyandu cadres, and
heads of families to ask the Belantara Foundation
to facilitate for waste management. The Belantara
Foundation, together with the Government of
Sungsang IV Village, then held awareness and
waste management training and guidance to
neighborhoods willing to manage waste.
Heres how the people of Sungsang IV Village
manage waste into useful objects:
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Creating Baskets and Spoons from Plastic Cups
In February 2020, about eighteen people —men and
women— of Sungsang IV Village participated in a waste
awareness and management training. The event aims to
provide an understanding of waste and how to manage
it, as well as practices on how to create baskets and
spoon containers from plastic cups waste.
The training was started by igniting the participants'
awareness of the dangers of waste for the
environmental health and survival of the Sungsang
community, which then proceeded with waste
education and the current waste state in the Sungsang
Region. The training was carried out through
presentations, photos, videos, as well as active
discussions about the dangers and impact of waste to
the Sungsang community.
Participants also learned about the "4M" concept to
address waste, which is by "mengurangi"/reducing,
"memilah"/sorting,
"mengelola"/managing
and
"menggunakan kembali"/reusing waste. Participants
also learned how to create baskets and spoon
containers from plastic cups. The participants were
continuously enthusiastic about learning to create
baskets and spoon containers from plastic cup waste
until the end. This activity started from 09.00 until 15.30
West Indonesian Time, at the Sungsang IV Village Office.
From the training, not only has now the participants
become aware of the dangers of waste to the
environment and community survival, they now know
how to handle waste and process plastic cup waste into
baskets and spoon containers. The Belantara
Foundation hopes that this training is able to inspire the
people of Sungsang and the village government to
commit and apply the skills and knowledge gained
from it.

From the training, not only has now the
participants become aware of the dangers
of waste to the environment and
community survival, they now know how
to handle waste and process plastic cup
waste into baskets and spoon containers.
Producing Compost from Organic Waste and creating
Lanterns from Inorganic Waste
Twelve participants —men and women— from 02
Neighborhood (RT 02), Sungsang IV Village attended the
organic waste management training for processing
organic waste into compost and inorganic waste into
lanterns. The activity was held at Mrs. Sukma's house, the
02 Neighborhood's community leader. Mrs. Sukma is
one of the community leaders in Sungsang, who is
enthusiastically bringing the community together to
deal with waste in their respective environments.
The activity began at 14:00 until 18:00 West Indonesian
Time and was divided into two sessions, the compost
production practice session, and the lantern creation
practice session. Before the compost practice session
began, the participants prepared their tools and organic
waste. The tools include unused fish boxes for compost
containers, and the organic waste was collected from
food scraps, kitchen scraps, swallow guanos, leaves, and
tree barks and branches.
The compost production practice session was started by
educating the participants on the concepts of
producing compost, which then proceeded with
actively involving the participants to practice compost
production. The participants were highly interested in
producing their own compost, especially those wanting
to plant plants in their respective home environments.
After the compost production practice session, the
training continued with the next practice session,
creating lanterns from plastic cups waste. This session
piqued the interest of the women participants. It started
with raising waste awareness, which was then
proceeded with cleaning the plastic cups waste. After
cleaning, the plastic cups were then tied together with
wires to form a ball, which was then painted. After that,
an electric bulb was installed inside of it.
From this activity, the participants learned about the
dangers of waste, the "4M" concept, and the process of
managing organic waste into compost and inorganic
waste into lanterns. Additionally, some participants also
committed to consistently manage waste into reusable
items.
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Jantungku
(at 7 AM grab a groom)

Inovation and Solution
for Waste Problem in
Sungsang IV Village

Belantara Foundation Commemorate the National
Waste Awareness Day

Sungsang (02/21/2020) - To commemorate the
National Waste Awareness Day, the Belantara
Foundation held an action called "Clean My Heart"
in Sungsang IV Village, South Sumatra Province
with the theme "At 7 AM grab a broom.". This
activity is a form of support from the Belantara
Foundation in advancing the villagers of Sungsang
IV Village's concern for environmental cleanliness.
Involving approximately 60 young people from
surrounding communities the activity aims to
increase public awareness of environmental
hygiene and health so the villagers can live in a
clean and comfortable environment.
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The Clean My Heart Program as part of the Tourism
Village Program
The Clean My Heart action is part of the Tourism Village
Program being carried out by the Belantara Foundation
in 5 villages in the Bayuasin District, South Sumatra,
namely in the villages of Sungsang I, Sungsang II,
Sungsang III, Sungsang IV, and Marga Sungsang. The
Tourism Village Program aims to develop the economy,
social, health, and environment of villages around the
conservation area.
This activity is our concrete action in contributing to
conservation while involving the communities to take
part in improving environmental hygiene. Together we
worked to clean the environment in Sungsang IV Village
to create a better and cleaner environment.
The whole community's enthusiasm, especially the
Sungsang IV youths in the Clean My Heart action, has
motivated us to continue to clean up the environment
and prove that the younger generation also has a
concern for environmental cleanliness and a desire to
improve the surrounding environment.
We hope that the "At seven grab a broom" Clean My
Heart action has benefited the community and is made
as routinly held activity every Friday in Sungsang IV
Village and is able to set an example for the surrounding
villages and teach the children in Sungsang IV Village to
always keep the environment clean.
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Belantara Foundation

Supports Culinary
Product Development in
Bungaraya District, Riau

by Reza Syahputra
Communication Intern
Introducing Sungsang Village Communities
Together with the Trisakti School of Tourism, the
Belantara Foundation is developing featured culinary
products from local communities in Bungaraya District,
Siak Regency, Riau Province. The featured culinary
products from Bungaraya District are anchovy sticks,
anchovy chips, and anchovy chili sauce.
The culinary product manufacturing program in
Bungaraya is part of the Foundation's flagship program,
Desa Wisata (Tourism Village), which implements a
grand design planned by the Belantara Foundation and
our partners since 2018. This program aims to develop
tourism in Bungaraya, focusing on agritourism.
Agritourism is a form of tourism in community
plantation areas.

The program that has been running since August 2019,
and has received positive responses from the
community, the Siak Regency's Regional Government,
and the Provincial Government of Riau. Together with
our partners, the Belantara Foundation has provided
intensive training to the representatives from five villages
in Bungaraya District, namely Bunga Raya Village,
Temusai Village, Jati Baru Village, Jaya Pura Village, and
Tuah Indrapura Village.
The training provided to the community was divided
into two stages, the first stage held in October 2019, and
the second stage held in December 2019.
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In the first training stage, the Belantara Foundation
provided training on cleanliness and sanitation; an
introduction to raw materials and production
equipment; training on calculating the cost of goods
sold; and training of culinary products, such as anchovies
sticks, chips, and chili-sauce; training of food product
handling; and training on simple financial bookkeeping.
Development of culinary products in Bungaraya
In the second training stage, to maintain the
community's spirit consistently in developing superior
culinary products, the Belantara Foundation, and our
partners conducted training to mass produce, package,
market, tourism principals ("sapta pesona"), and on
homestay management.
The training and community development carried out
has created a creative culinary group consisting of
seventeen people. The creative culinary group is divided
into three food production groups, which are the
anchovies sticks production groups with five members,
anchovies chips production group with six members,
and anchovies chili-sauce production group with six
members.
Not only is the Bungaraya superior culinary product
manufacturing program an effort to improve the local
communities' ability to manage existing commodities in
the surrounding environment, but it's also aimed to
improve the community's welfare and increase the
number of agritourism attractions in Bungaraya.
The Belantara Foundation is consistent in developing
the potential of local communities to improve welfare
and environmental sustainability. We hope that the
superior products of the Bungaraya District can
gradually penetrate regional markets and can compete
with other similar products and able to encourage
tourists visiting Bungaraya in bringing home the culinary
products as souvenirs.
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more
articles..
Belantara Foundation and
Penabulu Foundation Signs a
Cooperation Agreement to
Support Each Other in
Implementing Joint Programs
Taking place at the Belantara Foundation's headquarters, the
Belantara Foundation signed a cooperation charter with the
Penabulu Foundation in an agreement to cooperate in
human resource capacity development, science, and
community assistance to create prosperous and
environmentally friendly villages.

Belantara Foundation Works
with the Communities in
Preventing Human and
Wildlife Conflict
ation
Together with local partners, The Belantara Found
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community involvement is fundamental.
Read more: https://belantara.or.id/blog/the-belantarafoundation-works-with-the-community-in-preventinghuman-and-wildlife-conflict

Read more:: https://belantara.or.id/blog/the-belantarafoundation-and-the-penabulu-foundation-signs-acooperation-charter-in-an-agreement-to-support-eachother-in-implementing-joint-programs
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Efforts to Save the Sumatran
Tiger Habitat through the
Mitigation Patrol Program
and Stakeholder Participation
The Belantara Foundation took the initiative to save and
protect the habitat of Sumatran tiger wildlife with local
Rimba Satwa Foundation partners by conducting
mitigation patrols in several areas in the Senepis grant
area.

Read more: https://belantara.or.id/blog/efforts-to-savethe-sumatran-tiger-habitat-through-the-mitigationpatrol-program-and-stakeholder-participation-

The Belantara Foundation
Participates in a Discus
n on
the Funding Sourcesio
for
the
Management of Conservatio
n
and Biodiversity Areas in
Indonesia
The Ministry of National Dev
elopment
Planning (PPN/BAPPENAS) held
a workshop
to kick-off a series of activities to
be carried
out in 2020 to evaluate, identify and
integrate
funding sources for conserv
ation and
biodiversity management in Indo
nesia. The
Belantara Foundation, as one
of the
institutions active in conservatio
n activities,
was present at this event
to receive
information while participating
in the
discussions.
Read more:
https://belantara.or.id/blog/the-be
lantarafoundation-participates-in-a-discu
ssion-onthe-funding-source-for-the-mana
gement-ofconservation-and-biodiversity-areasinindonesia

Belantara Foundation Invites
All to Conserve Nature
To save the Earth, the Belantara Foundation invites all
people in all generations to continue to conserve, so all
living things within Earth (flora and fauna) are preserved.
Read more: https://belantara.or.id/blog/belantarafoundation-invites-all-to-conserve
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Belantara Foundation Supporting
the Sustainable Development Goals
To contribute to the global action in ending world
problems, the Belantara Foundation's form of support is
through 14 SDG's objective indicators. The Belantara
Foundation's 14 SDGs indicators are elements in the
Belantara Foundation program's targets and objectives,
which are to preserve and rehabilitate ecosystems,
protect endangered species, and help local farmers
achieve sustainable prosperity in 10 grant areas in five
provinces, as well as to also assist the government in
achieving the SDG's goals through the Belantara
Foundation programs.
Read more:
https://belantara.or.id/blog/belantara-foundation-s-sdgssupport

Belantara Foundation
Calls for Donation to
Support Communities
Affected by Forest Fires
The Belantara Foundation has raised funds through
the Kitabisa.com website as an initiative to help
victims affected by the smog from forest and land
fires. The fundraising was aimed to help four villages in
Jambi Province.
Read more:
https://belantara.or.id/blog/belantara-foundationcalls-for-donations-to-help-people-affected-by-smogcaused-by-forest-fires
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