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Introduction

Mrs. Sri Mariati

Executive Director
Assalamualaikum Wr Wb
By thanking Allah SWT for His blessings and grace, we are able to publish our first
newsletter in 2018. This newsletter will be one of our communication media to all
stakeholders.
Belantara Foundation is a non-profit foundation that supports the initiatives of
the Indonesian government, especially the Ministry of Environment and Forestry
(KLHK/Kementerian Lingkungan Hidup dan Kehutanan) in restoration, protection,
social forestry and increasing community capacity in 10 grant areas spread
across 5 Province in Indonesia. Belantara Foundation carries out its activities with
stakeholders such as the government, NGOs, and locals.
Since it was founded in 2014, there are so many changes and achievements at
Belantara Foundation which we want to inform each stakeholder. Besides our
usual routine reports, this newsletter will show you about our stories in the field,
changes in people and restoration efforts, joint protection efforts by Belantara
Foundation with locals and others, and casual easy to understand conversations
that we have.
In this first edition, we present a number of events that we support in Riau Province,
Jambi Province, South Sumatra Province, and others. All of our activities support
the locals and the government’s efforts to conserve Indonesia’s environment.
This newsletter can also be accessed electronically at www.belantara.or.id
We hope this newsletter can provide information and benefits to us all.
Wassalamualaikum Wr. Wb.
Regards,
Cici Mariati, Executive Director Belantara Foundation.
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Highlight :

Mangrove Planting

Belantara Foundation plants mangroves with partners
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A

ttending the Green
Generation Jamboree,
Belantara Foundation
together with the Siak
Regency local government, and
our partners took environmental
care actions by planting 126,000
mangrove saplings in the Kampar
Peninsula Ecosystem, Rawa Mekar
Jaya Village, Sungai Apit District.
The mangrove plantings were a
form of support from Belantara
Foundation to the community
and related parties in efforts to
save mangrove forests. Currently,
Belantara Foundation’s primary
focus is to distribute grants to 10
areas in 5 Indonesian provinces,
which includes Riau Province.
In Riau Province, Belantara
Foundation’s ongoing initiatives
on protection programs, ecosystem
restorations, and local communities
livelihood improvements are
being carried out in the Senepis
Ecosystem, the Giam Siak Kecil
Bukit Batu ecosystem, the
Kampar Peninsula Ecosystem, the
Kerumutan Ecosystem, and the
Bukit Tiga Puluh Ecosystem.
In running the initiative programs in
the Kampar Peninsula Ecosystem,
Belantara Foundation collaborates
with Lingkar Pesisir Betuah
Foundation (YLPB), Sustainable
Environmental Development
Studies (SENDS), Riau Nature
Conservation Institute (LKAR/
Lembaga Konservasi Alam Riau)
and Forum of Community to
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its hoped that the participants
would promote the beauty of
mangrove ecotourism in Rawa
Mekar Jaya village, Siak Regency
and can provide positive values
and lessons to all stakeholders
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save Kampar Peninsula (FMPSK/
Forum Masyarakat Penyelamat
Semenanjung Kampar).
At this event, as the representative
of the Siak Regent, Budhi Yuwono
as Assistant I of the Siak Regency
Government was present along with
other officials.
With the Green Growth Jamboree,
its hoped that the participants
would promote the beauty of
mangrove ecotourism in Rawa
Mekar Jaya village, Siak Regency
and can provide positive values
and lessons to all stakeholders and
the community to be committed on
environmental conservation.
(Betha Nopianti)
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Stories From The Field :

Free Seeds

Free seeds for the people of Riau in
commemorating Earth Day

7

1st Edition

9

Cerita BELANTARA

Belantara Foundation held a World Earth Day
Commemoration event in the Car Free Day
(CFD) area in Pekanbaru, Riau on April 22, 2018.
It was the climactic event of a series of activities
that began on April 19 and April 20, 2018, which
was to socialize about environmental issues
and earth preservation at SMK 1 Negeri Minas
(a Vocational Highschool) and SMA Negeri 1
Pekanbaru (a High School).
The Earth Day Commemoration Program aims
to socialize the importance of protecting and
preserving the environment and introduce
Belantara Foundation including its vision and
mission.
Themed “Your Tree Is Your Life,” Belantara
Foundation invited all participants to increase
environmental awareness for our future.
At the event, Mr. Tachrir Fathoni, Belantara
Foundation’s Program Advisor, made a speech.
During his speech, Mr. Tachrir Fathoni said
that campaign on the importance of saving
earth must continue to be encouraged. “Earth
day must be our reminder to plant trees and
protect our earth. The forests must be restored,
rehabilitated, and reforested. Together we
can preserve nature to be passed on to our
grandchildren,” he remarked in his speech.
During the event, the Head of the Riau
Environment and Forestry Service (LHK Riau),
Ir Ervin Rizaldi was also present and provided
support in the form of 3000 soursop and matoa
fruit seeds to distribute to the community free of
charge.

“We provide 2 million seeds every year. And
today we brought 3 thousand seeds, consisting
of soursop and matoa fruit seeds to increase the
community’s interest in planting,” said Ir Ervin
Rizaldi.
Various activities with community participation
were carried out during the event, such as;
health gymnastics, quizzes with environmental
themes, handing out free plant seeds to visitors,
and also held a mini acoustic stage with a
performance by Orang Indonesia (OI) Riau.
In organizing the 2018 Earth Day
Commemoration program, Belantara
Foundation collaborated with the Student
Senate of University of Riau’s D3 Taxation and
Accounting Faculty (UNRI), the Riau Community
Forestry Communication Forum (FKKM/Forum
Komunikasi Kehutanan Masyarakat), and the
Local Government.
The community enthusiastically welcomed this
event and participated in various events held
by Belantara Foundation and our partners. They
said it was the first time they learned about
Belantara Foundation and are interested in
finding out more about us.

(Betha Nopianti)

Earth day must be our reminder to
plant trees and protect our earth. The
forests must be restored, rehabilitated,
and reforested. Together we can
preserve nature to be passed on to our
grandchildren
~Tachrir Fathoni, Belantara Foundation
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Stories From The Field :

Belantara Inspires Students to
Preserve The Environment
Belantara Foundation participates in the “Laskar Muda
Forum DAS Sumsel Goes to Campus” event in Palembang.

1st Edi-

I

n this occasion, Belantara
Foundation visited the
youth of South Sumatra
by supporting the “Laskar
Muda Forum DAS Sumsel
Goes to Campus” event.
In this event, the Laskar
Muda Forum Das Sumsel
(meaning: The South Sumatra
Watershed Youth Warriors
Forum) visited the campus
of Bina Darma University to
encourage students to increase
environmental awareness.
Inviting students majoring
in technology from 3
departments (the Department
of Communication Science,
Informatics Engineering and

Information Systems) the event
was held at the Bina Darma Hotel
on May 19, 2018, and was in the
form of seminars and talk shows
with the topic of “Maximizing
the Role of Digital Media in
Environmental Conservation”.
This event aims to provide
opportunities for the youth to help
the environment by utilizing digital
media.
Belantara Foundation’s
participation in the event was
to support our partner, Forum
DAS in socializing its program.
Represented by Aditya Rakhman
as Belantara Foundation’s
Partnership Manager, Belantara
Foundation had the opportunity
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to be one of the speakers at
the event. At the time, besides
introducing Belantara Foundation
to the students, Aditya also
provided the students with the
understandings of environmental
issues, especially issues on how
to preserve it, and how to do it
through environmental campaigns
by developing creative ideas in
modern ways using digital media.
“We are quite savvy about internet
use and others, but only use it for
ourselves. Now we know that the
internet has great power for other
activities, such as to protect and
preserve the environment” said
Arnold, a student at Bina Dharma
University.

Belantara Foundation also held
a photo and video competition,
as well as a Q&A quiz for the
students where they were asked
to take pictures or make videos
with environmental themes.
The younger generations are
the future leaders. By educating
them on nature conservation and
sustainability, it is hoped that
they will apply the values that
have been taught in the future.
(Betha Nopianti)
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Stories From The Field :

The Story of Ralo,
Who Faithfully Escorts The Seeds
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Thousands of the seeds that we
carry must be planted immediately. If
we delay and the tide comes, planting
would be difficult, because the water
will stagnate at the planting site.
~Ralo.

T

hat afternoon, Ralo
greeted me with
excitement in his
voice. He was even
more excited when he found
out I was from Belantara.
Ralo then introduced
himself as the Village
Coordinator placed by Gita
Buana in Simpang Village.
Our brief introduction
didn’t make him awkward.
He immediately told many
things about his work in
the field. But the most
interesting story was the
challenges he faced in
escorting seeds. According
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to Ralo, escorting seeds is
not an easy matter. “We bet
with the time and nature.
Two things that are difficult
to predict.” He said.
He asked me to observe
the photos of the plantings.
“Seeds that fill the black
car have gone through
a long process. Those
seeds have even passed
the acclimatization stage,
and now is worth taking to
the restoration land to be
planted.”
“After that,” he continues,
as I sat quietly listening
to his story. “The seed

planting in Simpang District
are conducted in the
Grand Forest Park Orang
Kayo Hitam. The area is
approximately 100.000
hectares2. In the period
from October to November,
my colleagues from Peat
Restoration Group Simpang
District (KRG Distrik
Simpang) and I will plant
5.000 seeds. Thousands of
these seeds will be planted
in an area of 25 hectares2.”
The distance from where the
seeds are picked-up to the
planting site is indeed close,
only 7km. However, one
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shouldn’t underestimate
the short distance. The
terrain is not asphalt.
From Simpang district
office to Penganyutan
they travel by land using
a small pick-up car,
through a route with a
road that’s formed from
canal excavations. Ralo
and his friends take this
path all day, to then be
picked up by the sunset
in Penganyutan. We’ve
been halfway through.
Unable to hear clearly
Ralo continued his
story. “The next day, the
journey continued from
Penganyutan to Parit
Buntu, where we took
the river path. Some
KRG members helped
us move the seeds from
the pick-up to the canoe.
“We were lucky it wasn’t
raining when crossing the
river. If it rained, our trip
would’ve been hampered
by fallen tree trunks
drifting in the river.”
The story goes further.
“When the boat pulls
over, the seeds are
then transported by the
KRG members. They

put dozens of seeds
in a sack, carry it, then
walk almost 2km to
the planting location.
I know how tired they
must’ve been carrying
thousands of seeds. I
also know that they break
laughter to get rid of their
fatigue. Occasionally
they’ll smoke their cigar
deeply and exhale a
puff of smoke. Not being
inconsiderate to their
circumstances, but we
race against time and
nature. Thousands of the
seeds that we carry must
be planted immediately.
If we delay and the tide
comes, planting would
be difficult, because
the water will stagnate
at the planting site.” He
said trying to give an
understanding.
They could walk along
the river path to cut travel
time. But, some parts of
the river are difficult to
pass because there are
many fallen trees. Ralo
said “In a situation like
this, we must find another
way. It doesn’t matter if
we use all of our energy,
the most important thing

is these seeds must be
planted immediately. “
According to Ralo, if the
ideal time for planting is
passed, they would have
to wait longer for the next
planting time. The rainy
season will make the plants
rot and the dry season will
dry the plants. Although it
isn’t summer, the heat in the
Grand Forest Park already
burns the skin. What if
summer arrives?
Fatigue still can be resisted,
but not the scorching heat
in the Grand Forest Park. It
feels like we need to take
shelter immediately. The
situation makes planting
these seeds for a whole day
impossible. Even so, I target
the planting of 8.000 trees
in Grand Forest Park to be
completed by the end of
the year.
Ralo’s narrative tells the
story of the struggle to save
the forest. We hope Ralo
and KRG Simpang Village
are always enthusiastic
about restoring the Grand
Forest Park Orang Kayo
Hitam. Hopefully, the
spirit can be emulated by
other restoration fighters
throughout Indonesia.
(Firda Puspita Daeng Matta)
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International Acknowledgement :

Providing Solution Options
Belantara Foundation participates in the
Discussion Panel “How Businesses Could Overcome
Deforestation” at the 2018 Event Innovation Forum
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Belantara
Foundation,
represented by
Executive Director
Dr. Sri Mariati participated in
supporting the Innovation
Forum event on April 1819, 2018 in Washington
DC, USA. The two-day
conference, in collaboration
with The Nature
Conservancy, discussed
how the business sector
could tackle deforestation
by building relationships,
developing targets and
promoting positive impacts.
The conference was
attended by 100-120
delegates representing
companies, NGOs,
suppliers, traders,
development agents,
investors, government
agencies, and other related
organizations with the key
theme of the discussion
being “The likelihood that
most companies will miss
2020 zero deforestation
targets, so what happens
next?”. Also present as a
speaker in the discussion
panel was Belantara
foundation’s Vice Chairman
of the Board of Trustees,
Prof. Jatna Supriatna who
discussed the role of NGOs/
Institutions in giving grants
to support a company’s zero
deforestation target of 2020.
There was also a discussion
forum on the topic of
Approaching 2020 and
the unlikelihood of zero
deforestation target of a
company to be realized. In
this discussion forum, all
participants were shown
the reality with missed
targets and discussed
the most practical way by

utilizing the experience and
skills of active organizations
working in the field, in forests
and in communities and
plantations to devise more
conclusive ways to suppress
deforestation rates post-2020.
In this discussion forum,
Prof. Jatna Supriatna put
forward the use of the
multi-stakeholder approach
implemented by Belantara
Foundation directly to
the ground executors to
facilitate the local NGOs
implementations. He believes
that landscape management
will work sustainably if the
business, urban, agricultural
and protected forest areas
can be interdependent and
coexist harmoniously since all
actors are interconnected and
an integral part of an area.
Also presented by Prof. Jatna
Supriatna was the strategic
partnership innovation
undertaken by Belantara
Foundation by opening
cooperation in co-financing
restorations, protections and
community developments
where project ideas or
initiatives can start by itself
and come from an internal
foundation component
(board/management/staff)
or funders/donors/partners.
With this kind of cooperation,
communities/groups can
become business partners
and project owners for
restoration, protection, and
environmental conservation,
and the sustainability of a
project can be sustained
even though cooperation has
ended.
(Betha Nopianti)
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Features :

Project Cycle Traning and
Call for Proposals

Hold Project Cycle Management Training and Call
Proposals, Belantara Foundation Invites Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs) of South Sumatra.
24
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tmospheric silence, the participants
were focused and intent on listening to
the speaker’s voice whose lectures on
the topic resonates through the loudspeakers at the ballroom while the participants
occasionally looked and jotted down notes.
Their eyes were fixed on the colorful projector
screen containing new organizational
knowledge and absorbing the shared
experience they’ve just learned.

effective conservation program implementation.

On that day, Belantara Foundation invited Civil
Society Organizations (CSOs) of South Sumatra
Province and carried out a Project Cycle
Management and Call For Proposal Training.
The training was held for three days, March 5-7,
2018, at BATIQA Hotel, Palembang and was
carried out to support the achievement of an

The purpose of this training is to is to convey
information regarding the process, mechanisms,
and the stages in submitting a party’s funding
proposals, after which will then be proceeded
with capacity building activities for parties who
will become a partner of Belantara Foundation.
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As an independent foundation, Belantara
collaborates with all parties who have the same
goal. Belantara Foundation also coordinates
with partners in the 10 grant distribution areas to
ensure that all initiatives supported by Belantara
Foundation run in harmony to minimize the
risks of overlapping projects while maximizing
information and data sharing.
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By participating in this training,
we’ve become more knowledgeable
in preparing proposals that are more
systematic and effective. Because
this training is also being conducted
by funding institutions (grants), we
now know the criteria for a good
proposal and one that is more likely
to be accepted (by the intended
agency)
~ Akhmad Junaedy,
Forum DAS SumSel

A total of 26 participants from various parties,
including the South Sumatra Watershed Forum
(Forum DAS Sumsel), attended the training
event. Also present was Belantara Foundation’s
Executive Director, Dr. Sri Mariati. Speakers at
the training were Purwowodi Astianto, Ifran
Imanda, and Aditya Rakhman from Belantara
Foundation.
“Previously, we’ve made the proposals
based on only what we know, and often our
proposals were rejected. We didn’t understand
where the problem was and why were our
proposals rejected by certain agencies. By
participating in this training, we’ve become
more knowledgeable in preparing proposals
that are more systematic and effective. Because
this training is also being conducted by funding

institutions (grants), we now know the criteria for
a good proposal and one that is more likely to be
accepted (by the intended agency), “explained
Akhmad Junaedy from the South Sumatra
Watershed Forum.
It is hoped with the training that’s been held,
proposals given to Belantara Foundation or other
grant funding agencies will be more systematic
and efficient. This activity also increased the
institutional capacity of Belantara Foundation’s
local partners in the grant areas, especially in South
Sumatra.
(Betha Nopianti)
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Inter view :

Head of Sungsang 4 Village, pioneering
cooperation with various parties

“We are very grateful for Belantara Foundation,
Simpul Foundation, and Trisakti School of Tourism, for
guiding us to become a tourist destination village.”
- Romi Adi Chandra, Head of Sungsang 4 Village -

How large is Sungsang Village?

Are there any difficulties facing
Sungsang Village?

Sungsang 4 village is approximately 188.000
km2, with a population of 5.000 people. There
are several villages outside the Sungsang area.
Here we have 5 villages, village 4 and 5 are in
Sembilang river area, and to go to Sembilang it
takes 2 hours by speedboat.

Quite a lot, especially in the fisheries sector, the
existing fish auction place is not yet active. Access
to Sembilang is far enough (from Sungsang), and
there are still a lot of shortcomings. As an example,
the electricity here can only last 12 hours (by
using diesel). We are also having communication
difficulties, delivering information takes a whole
day.
Even so, we have a program, we’re trying out
tourism in Sembilang. So far we haven’t been able
to develop it. But, in 2018 it has been progressing
thanks to Belantara Foundation, Simpul
Foundation, and Trisakti School of Tourism,
people here can feel the impact, especially
the people in Sembilang. We are very grateful
to Belantara Foundation, Simpul Foundation,
and Trisakti School of Tourism, for guiding us
in becoming a tourist village. It is definitely an
additional income for us.

What is the major profession in
Sungsang?
TThe majority of our people work as fishers, almost
98% are fishers and rely on resources here.
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What are your expectations now that
Sembilang has been designated as a
world biosphere reserve by UNESCO?
As a village chief, I fully support this program, with
the current program and Sembilang’s status as
one of the worlds biosphere reserves, our village
would get a lot of exposure. Thank God, Belantara
Foundation and others have noticed us, we hope
that the ongoing programs can still be developed,
considering our lack of knowledge about being
a tourist village. Plus, becoming a tourist village
would need process, this is what we hope
Belantara Foundation and others would help us
with. To be prepared in welcoming tourist, mainly
in Sembilang.

We would like to thank Belantara Foundation for
choosing Sungsang 4 Village as the destination
for of the International Coordinating Council of
the Man and the Biosphere (ICC-MAB) UNESCO
field trip, it has made Sungsang 4 Village known to
others.
(Santiaji Wijaya & Muhammad Alkindi.S)
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What we are doing to the
forest of the world is but a
mirror reflection of what
we are doing to ourselves
and to one another.
Mahatma Gandhi

